
 

 

Graphic Design Careers 
 
1. What is graphic design? (2 pts) 
 The answers will vary. The idea behind this question is to get them thinking. As long 
as they have written a thought-out answer, accept full points 
 
2. What are 3 methods of graphic design? 

• Image based design 
• Text based design 
• Image and text based design 

 
3. What are 2 responsibilities of a graphic designer? 
Accept any 2 of the following: 

• Use digital illustration, photo-editing software, and layout software to create designs 
• Create visual elements like logos, original images, and illustrations that deliver the 

desired message 
• Design layouts and select colors, images, and typefaces to use 
• Meet with clients to determine the scope of a project 
• Present designs to clients and make any necessary changes 
• Review project for errors and present to clients again before production 

 
Please go to http://www.adigitaldreamer.com/articles/graphic-design-jobs.htm. Choose 5 of 
the jobs listed:  

• give a brief description of what the job responsibilities would be 
• and what kind of salary one should expect (go to this website to find the salary for 

these jobs where you live: https://www.ziprecruiter.com/Salaries). 

NOTE: The answers below DO NOT include salary. These depend on year and 
location. 
 

 Creative Directors. They are in charge of a creative team that produces artwork to be displayed in 
magazines, on television, on billboards, on the web, or on products. They make sure that each 
member of the team produces and completes their work on time and to the satisfaction of the client. 
They make decisions focused on what the designs look like. 
 

 Layout Artist. They create the structure and layout of images and text in a way that will look 
good when printed. They would need to use an advanced layout program (like QuarkXPress, 
Adobe PageMaker, or Adobe InDesign). 
 

 Brand Identity Designer. They create the visual icons (not just the logo) that represent how a 
company wants to be seen. They may need to modernize the visual icons from time to time. They 
use design and strategic thinking to help companies find appropriate visual icons to help 
companies stand out in their marketplace.  
 

 Logo Designer. They create the symbol that helps identify a company, product, organization, 
agency or service. They work with the symbol and create different designs for different media to 
make sure they have created what the client is looking for. 
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 Illustrator. They create illustrations that tell a story through 2 or 3D images. They consult with 

clients to determine the best illustrations to meet the story being told. 
 

 Technical Illustrator. They create the concepts for an illustration. They create 3D images, 
storyboard sketches, moving illustrations for animated productions, TV commercials, movies, 
computer games, or set and exhibit designs. 

 
 Photo Editor. They take digital images and manipulate, crop, color-correct, and otherwise 

fiddle with them using photo- editing software. 
 

 Multimedia Designer. They make sketches, scale models, plans, or drawings to be reviewed by 
a director or production manager. For a production, they may design props, sets and costumes; 
direct set assistants on design interpretations, and advise on other areas of technical 
production such as lighting and sound. 

 
 Photographer. They use a camera and creative vision to capture images that communicate a 

desired message or feeling.  
 

 Prepress technician. They prepare material for a printing press. They would need to check 
designs for errors, make sure everything is readable, and correcting any mistakes. They would 
transform text and pictures into finished pages. They also make printing plates of the pages. 

 
 Web Designer. They create pages, layout, and graphics for websites. They create the look and 

feel of a website by choosing the style, design attractive graphics, images, and other visual elements, 
and adapting them for the website’s pages. They make decisions on where everything belongs on a 
web page and make it look good on the screen. 
 

 Which of the previous careers would you be most interested to pursue? Why? 


